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Notices

Richard Hill's Drama Group stages an annual one-night event in December called "Christmas
Crackers". This is an evening of varied entertainment, comprising sketches, music and the
occasional novelty item mixed with well-known communal Christmas songs and carols. Patrons
bring their own food and drink and usually come as a small group to occupy a reserved table. This
year this event takes place at Lutterworth College on Saturday 13th December, 7pm for 7.30

pm. Tickets cost £10 and can be obtained from Andrea Nichol on andrea.nichol@btinternet.com
Linda

New Group Co-ordinators

Table Tennis Group — new co-ordinator is Peter Turner-Powell

There is an additional Canasta Group 3 which is run by Julie Hurst and takes place at her home
on the first Monday of the month from 2pm. If you need her address please ask Linda.

Trish and Alan Green are now taking responsibility for the Buffet Supper Groups from Gwenda
Jones.

James Crosskey has agreed to take on the New Adventure Group from Ken Patton.

Many thanks to all of you for stepping up to take on these groups. They would not be able to run
without you. Pauline


mailto:andrea.nichol@btinternet.com

INTEREST GROUPS AND EVENT REPORTS

Always check online for possible timing variations. Check with the group leader if you are not sure. A
number of groups have room for more members. If you wish to join any of them, please contact the Group
Coordinator

Table Games — Co-ordinator Linda Patton

We meet at Bitteswell Village Hall from 2 pm until 4.30 pm on the third Monday in the month. | hope to see
you all there in the newly-refurbished hall. Linda

Music for Fun — Ukulele — Co-ordinators — Barbara Wilkinson and Peter Sneath

We meet at 10.00am in Bitteswell Village Hall on 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month. Barbara

Table Tennis — Co-ordinator Peter Turner-Powell

We meet every Monday (except Bank Holidays) together with Wycliffe U3A from 2pm to 4pm at Walcote
Village Hall. Please get in touch if you are interested in joining this group as we have space for a few new
members. Peter

Buffet Supper Groups — Co-ordinator Trish and Alan Green

Nine of us enjoyed lovely food and a good chat round the table at Glenys and John’s.
We’re looking forward to meeting all buffet supper participants for the annual get-together at Linda and
Ken’s in December. Glenys

On 3rd November eight of us sat around the dining table and ate a selection of tasty main courses. The
variety of dishes blended very well. This was followed by delicious desserts. The conversation and laughter
flowed. It was another enjoyable evening. Trish

Please note that the December Buffet Supper is on the second Monday of the Month, this year, 8th of
December. Please also remember to take some CASH with you to pay Linda for the food she has so
kindly bought and prepared for us. Gwenda

Reading Group - Co-ordinator Liz Crosskey

This month’s book ‘Remarkably Bright Creatures’ by American writer Shelby Van Pelt was universally
enjoyed. The first thing of note, we agreed, was its simplicity: a simple story with at times a fairy tale
element about it. The novel brings together an independent seventy year old Solwell Bay aquarium cleaner,
Tova Sullivan, and her yet to be known grandson, Cameron Cassmore, via the remarkable machinations of
a giant Atlantic octopus named Marcellus and resident of the aforementioned aquarium.

Described as an ‘exploration of friendship, reckoning and hope’, the novel opens surprisingly with the
narrative given from Marcellus’s point of view and at various points we are given his reflections on human
kind ; indeed, it is he who is responsible for bringing grandmother and grandson together with his nocturnal
escapades - leaving an engraved ring and a driving licence he had purloined as clues to a hoped-for
successful denouement.

We were all happy to suspend our disbelief to enjoy the role of the octopus while appreciating the way in
which the principal characters - Tova, Cameron and the gossipy store owner Ethan - were well developed.
Despite being given large clues to the possible outcome of events early on, we found ourselves compelled
to continue reading in order to see the resolution. The book promoted much enjoyable discussion,
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including how genuinely clever octopuses are in reality. Certainly a firm recommendation as a good read!
The book for our December meeting: ‘Mother’s Boy’ by Patrick Gale.

The book for our January 2026 meeting: The Christmas Jigsaw Murder by Alexandra Benedict .Peter
Woodroffe

History Group — Co-ordinator Linda Patton

We had a very good turnout as Mike Bates entertained and educated us at November's meeting with his
talk about the Gunpowder Plot. He had done a great deal of research and put together pictures of the
places of interest. Thank you very much Mike.

We shall not meet in December as the meeting date is too close to Christmas so | should like to wish you
all a Very Merry Christmas.

We shall continue with our study of life in Stuart times at our January meeting and | hope to see another full
room. Linda

Music and Memories Group 1 — Co-ordinator Gwenda Jones - no report

Poetry Group - Coordinator Elizabeth Wilson - no report

Short Walks Group — Co-ordinators Fay Goodwin/Lyn Foxwell

Six walkers took a trip to Fosse Meadows for a short walk on a sunny but cold day , a pleasant morning.

There will not be a walk in December but hopefully in January; if the weather is kind we will be walking at
Coombe Abbey. If there are more people who would like to join us you will be most welcome. We are not

serious walkers and never more than about 3 miles give or take a few yards! It's a social morning as well
as healthy. Maybe there will be a few people who would like to walk off a few Christmas calories.

Meet on January 27th 10.30 at Coventry Rd recreation park Coventry Road Fay

Jazz Group — Co-ordinator James Davey

A well-attended meeting this month, consequently we heard a wide range of music from well-known artists
through to musicians that some of us had not heard before which is always interesting.

There will not be a meeting in December as it would be too close to Christmas, Our next meeting will be
on Tuesday 27th January at Jim's

Topical Discussion Group - Co-ordinator: Richard Whittington

1. Andrew Mountbatten Windsor-What next and what will the repercussions be?

The Democrats probably want Andrew to testify so that they can gain information about Trump, but what
would happen to Andrew, could he be granted immunity, could he testify over the internet? If he goes
anywhere abroad, he is like to be arrested? Most of the people think that he is guilty although he has not
been to court. How much did Fergie and his daughters know? If the king is paying for Andrew where will
that money come from, hopefully not the taxpayer. Will this debacle lead to more transparency about the
Royal Family and reduce its size? This scandal has been going on for 25 years so who else knew what and
when. Will Andrew be prosecuted for trying to gain information from a protection officer? We felt that this
saga has still got a long way to run. Is it possible for Andrew to redeem himself as others have done .

2. Accidental prison releases - how, why , when and who is to blame?

Were all these releases accidental or were some deliberate.? Finding out information about these releases
is difficult. There is a gap from 2010 to 2024 when the numbers of prisoners recaptured is not available.
Why is this?



When a prisoner is going to be released who makes that decision? How is that information passed down
the chain of command, in person, by email, on paper and how long is the chain? Has anyone been
reprimanded or prosecuted for a faulty release?

How are the sentence lengths calculated?

When a rapist or violent criminal is released are the victims of the crime protected or compensated?

On the face of it prisoner release would appear to be a fairly simple process but appears to be so
complicated that errors are common. Richard

4" Wednesday Walking Group — Co-ordinators Sue and Peter Creedon

George Robertson lead this walk from the Bull's Head at Brinklow. It was a bright but frosty morning. There
were 14 walkers.

We set off from the pub and crossed the sports field behind Broad Street and then climbed up a steep
cobbly path to pass round the side of the castle. Descending across a field we got onto the busy Brinklow
Road to reach the steps down to the Oxford Canal. We then walked along the towpath to Cathiron Lane
and carried on to Brinklow Marina. Walking along field footpaths through open countryside we reached a
deserted farm building where we stopped for a break before carrying on to Kings Newnham.

Just before the old church tower, in the grounds of Newnham Hall, we turned onto a footpath heading back
to Brinklow. Crossing a couple of fields planted with kale we got to the Bretford Road. Crossing the road
we faced the gate puzzle. We then crossed two fields, which on previous occasions had been very muddy,
difficult to walk over with no defined path. However, on this walk, both fields had defined paths and were
not that muddy. We then made our way across fields to reach the Rugby Road and straight back to the
pub.

Thank you George for leading the walk and for all the work you had put in to make sure we did not endure
too much mud. | know this walk of old and, on some occasions, it has proved to be “challenging”. Peter
Creeden

Christmas

Traditionally, we have had a Christmas walk and lunch. However, having investigated

several venues, | have come to the conclusion that the meal prices have increased beyond all
reasonableness (typically £28.50/£33.00 for a 2/3 course meal). Chatting around it was suggested we delay
the lunch until January 2026 when the prices, hopefully, return to some sort of normality and there may be
deals to be had. So, be sure to read the January newsletter when there will be more details However,
please see details of an early December walk for those that can’t go two months without doing one.

Wednesday 10th December 2025 Walk Leaders: Sue and Peter Creeden

Meeting Point :- Please make your own way to the car park of The Elms, Lutterworth, LE17 4HB
Start Point and Time: The Elms, Lutterworth. No toilets available. Start of walk at 10.00am.
Directions to start: On the left as you head out of Lutterworth towards Rugby

Route and distance: Dependent on the weather and ground conditions, no more

than 4.5 miles. Lunch Arrangements: There are none but the Elms is usually a good bet.

Petanque - Co-ordinators Rae Flowerday and Sue Sharpe

The season is now over for this year but we will be starting again next Spring. Rae and Sue

Scrabble Group - Co-ordinator Glenys Peverley

An enjoyable afternoon at Brenda’s with FIVE winners, including David who astonished himself, but he did
try very hard to find the best words!

We next meet on Wednesday December 17th at 2:00pm at Linda’s . New players would be welcome.
Glenys

New Age Kurling Group — Co-ordinators, Trish and Alan Green, Maggie, Sue, Lynne and Kathy




We meet on the second and fourth Wednesday of the month at Ullesthorpe village hall at a cost of £2 per
session. You are very welcome to come and see what it’s all about.

Canasta Groups 1 and 2 — Co-ordinator June Hartopp

Both Groups now meet on the 3 Wednesday of the month, Canasta 1 from 10am-12noon, Canasta 2 from
2-4pm both at June’s house. June NB Julie Hurst has started a third Canasta Group to meet at her home
on the first Monday of each month at 2 pm.

Art Appreciation — Co-ordinators Rae Flowerday and Sue Woodhead

Pieter Bruegel the Elder. (1528/30 - 1569)

For the first 6 years of his career, Bruegel designed drawings to be made into prints. His engravings spread
throughout Europe during his lifetime. He was primarily known as a printmaker, although today, he is
regarded mostly as a painter. His most noted painting " Hunters in the Snow" (1565) is from a series
devoted to the months of the year. This winter scene could have been January.

After coffee, we enjoyed a Sky arts programme delving into the life of American artist Mary Cassatt (1844-
1926). Although born in Pennsylvania, she spent most of her life in France. Seeing the career of Mary
Cassatt through prints, pastels and paintings, exploring the often-overlooked impressionists influence, on
how woman appear in art.

The meeting in December will be hosted by Sue and Gordon. January 1st meeting will go ahead
and Penny will be hosting. Rae

Music Appreciation Group - Co-ordinators John Peverley and Tony MacDonald

Dilys hosted our November meeting and members brought their own choice of music.

It was a very interesting session in a relaxed atmosphere with good contributions from all. We next meet for
a “Christmassy” music programme by Glenys on December 18th.

John Peverley

Quiz Group — Co-ordinator Glenys Peverley

Barbara set our November quiz which tested among other things, New York , Leicestershire, film titles and
the ability to read an O.S. map. It was extremely enjoyable, with lovely cakes too! In December Dilys is
setting the quiz. If you enjoy quizzing you would be welcome to join us on Thursday 11th in Bitteswell
village hall at 2:00pm. Glenys

Music and Memories 2 - Co-ordinator Eve Jackson

Our November meeting nearly didn’t happen ! | had a malfunction on my amplifier, which meant that
nothing else worked. However Linda came to the rescue and brought us her portable CD player.
Consequently we had a lovely afternoon. As Remembrance Day was approaching we listened to the
traditional Nimrod, and Gareth Malone’s military wives singing Wherever You Are.

In addition to these two we heard a very varied assortment of melodies including Chanson de Matin,
Happy Talk, | dreamed a dream, and even Bing Crosby’s It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas . As
we’re not meeting in December that didn’t seem too out of place!

Eve Jackson

Wine group — Co-ordinator Linda Patton - no meeting this month

Ten pin bowling - Co-ordinator: Richard Whittington

The next session will be at the Nuneaton Bowl on December 12t.

Bridge — Co-ordinator Kathy Scott-Simons




The Bridge Group meets at June Hartopp's home on Friday afternoons every two weeks. If members need
to know the address they should contact Linda Patton via the website. Kathy Scott-Simons

Birdwatching Group — (Co-ordinator Ann Fletcher)

It was a bright sunny day at Brandon Marsh , 27 species spotted including Kingfisher ,Great Egret and
winter visitors like Red Wing and Widgeon. There will be no meeting December, so our next meeting will be
on January 23rd 2026. | want to wish all our members a very Happy Christmas and New Year, and look
forward to seeing you all next year.

New Theatre Group — June , Rachel, Tess and James

January 22nd - Single White Female, Theatre Royal, Nottingham-£50 for ticket and transport. All tickets
sold. For those who signed up PLEASE PAY AT THE MEETING IN NOVEMBER.

Please visit the table where there will be a tick poll to determine the kinds of genre people would be
interested in. Please take a moment to complete.

3 more shows were discussed and agreed:-

Yes Prime Minister — Concordia Theatre, Hinkley, March 11th 2026 — 7.30pm

Ticket and; Minibus £20 (ticket using own transport £12.50

Glorious — Belgrade Theatre, Coventry

May 21st (matinee) Ticket and; minibus £20 (ticket only £12.50).

Anything Goes — Kilworth House, July 2026 Ticket for midweek evening performance £57

Please visit the Theatre Table to see what’s on. The Wycliffe Drama group is putting on its annual Panto in
January — do come to the table for more information.

New adventure Group — Co-ordinator James Crosskey

This is the programme for the New Adventure Group activities for 2026.

January 28th...Crazy Golf at Adventure Golf in Leicester. Cost is £10.50 and we shall start to play
at 11 am and follow play with lunch, which is not included. See infoleicester@adventuregolf.com
0116 402 8333 Highcross, 3, Shires Lane, Leicester LE1 4AN Park in Highcross, John Lewis or
St Nicholas Circle

March 24th....Indoor Karting (Leicester or Coventry) at Team Sport
About £50 for 2x15 minute drives......email: Chris.wake@team-sport.com to get a Tuesday or Thursday
booking to drive around 2 pm or 2.30 pm

June 9th.....Knights of Middle England
Wooden Horse Package..3 hours of jousting on wooden horses, sword-fighting and longbow archery....£95
Combat package...3 hours of sword-fighting, longbow archery and ballista firing £85 pp

September 2026 Water activity at Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre...Canoeing, Kayaks, Rafts

November 2026 Indoor Skydiving at Fly Milton Keynes £40 pp

| shall contact all who have previously taken part in Adventure Group activities but should like new
members to join us as well. James

Singles Lunchtime Dining — Co-ordinator Brian Fowler

The Group members headed to the lovely old pub, The Blue Pig, in Wolvey for the November
lunch. This 600-year-old building carries many original features with memorabilia hung on walls
and intriguing verses painted on beams. Nothing old world about the food however, cooked to a
turn by the excellent chef and served up by Landlord David and his staff. Always a good sign when
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a pub is busy mid-week and we all dined well on our choices from the extensive menu. Only one
stalwart had room, after a generous lunch plateful, for a dessert.

Orders have now been placed for the Christmas Lunch to be taken at the much- loved Pheasant
Inn and Restaurant in Withybrooke on December 18th. So well did they look after us last year that
the group had no hesitation in pleading for a return? So, with Crackers, silly jokes and mottos and
generous portions of turkey etc. we are sure to round off our splendid years of dining fun in the
very best of U3A company.

With New Year Resolutions made (and maybe already broken) we kick off in 2026 with a meal at
Ullesthorpe Court Hotel on January 22nd . Bookings at The Wycliffe Rooms on 13th or by e mail to
Brian. Happy Christmas and a Great New Year to everyone. Brian

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

If any members have friends who are interested in joining us, please give details of their address,
telephone number and email address to our membership secretary, Peter Williamson.

| CURRENT COMMITTEE |
\Post HName \
\Chair HGIenys Peverley \
\Vice-chair HNicky Turner Powell \
Minutes Secretary FIeE Emie
;\r/lr:risbuerfsrlgip Secretary Peter Williamson

\Social Account Treasurer HShirIey Tegg \
INewsletter Editor |Pauline Elliott |
\Online Coordinator HPauIine Elliott \
\Programme Secretary HLinda Patton \
\Groups Coordinator HLinda Patton \
Committee Member HLynne Grindlay
Committee Member HFranceS Blythe
\Committee Member HCaren Simpson \
|Committee member |June Clayton |

MONTHLY MEETINGS AT WYCLIFFE ROOMS - 2" Tuesday of the month at 09.45am

FORTHCOMING SPEAKERS: November - December — In house entertainment
January 2026 — Mike Burton — “The Water Babies by Charles Kingsley”

NEWSLETTER BY POST; E-MAIL or ONLINE

If you change your e-mail address, please let me know so that you do not miss out on your newsletter.
Photos are welcome but please can they be sent to the Editor as a .jpeg if possible. Please contact Pauline
if you need a newsletter posted or e-mailed. Contact details: Lutterworth.u3a@gmail.com



The newsletter is available on our website: https://lutterworthu3a.com - click on the Newsletters tab at the
top of the page. Please ensure group notices and any other news entries are submitted before the 29" of
the month.

Always check online for possible timing variations. Please remember to update your online Group
page in order to keep your group members and potential new members informed.
Group leaders have been asked to contact their current group members to provide contact details.

TO CONTACT GROUP LEADERS - Please use the contact page on the website
https://lutterworthu3a.com to send a message to the Groups Coordinator or the Membership
Secretary or any Group Leader. Personal contact details are not being displayed in the newsletter in
line with u3a Trust guidelines
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