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Notices 

 

October meeting 

 

The Speaker that we had in October who told us about the plight of the Karen people of Burma 
would like me to thank those who donated to her charity.  We gave £180.60 and hopefully this will 
help them. Linda 
 

 

National Arboretum Visit 

 

Two coaches took us to visit the National 
Arboretum in October.  Many had visited 
before but said that improvements had 
been made since their previous visits 
whilst others said that they would certainly 
go again as there is so much there to 
see.  Thought had been put into every 
aspect of the site: The Beat, 
commemorating the police, was an 
avenue of chestnut trees as truncheons 
were made of wood from them, an area 
for disabled visitors had low-growing trees 
so that fruit could be picked from a 
wheelchair, whilst red-leaved trees were 
planted in an area where the unit being 
honoured had red as part of the 
uniform.  The chapel was also extremely 
inviting. There were free talks about the 

Second World War in Asia and Shot at Dawn which were very interesting.  All the staff were very 
helpful and the day was most enjoyable.  

Our next day out is to Doddington Hall in December.  Linda 
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INTEREST GROUPS AND EVENT REPORTS 

 
Always check online for possible timing variations.  Check with the group leader if you are not sure.  A 
number of groups have room for more members.  If you wish to join any of them, please contact the Group 
Coordinator

 

Table Games – Co-ordinator Linda Patton 

We meet at Bitteswell Village Hall from 2 pm until 4.30 pm on the third Monday in the 
month.  I hope to see you all there in the newly-refurbished hall.  Linda 

Music for Fun – Ukulele – Co-ordinators – Barbara Wilkinson and Peter Sneath 

We meet at 10.00am in Bitteswell Village Hall on 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month.  
Barbara 

Table Tennis – Co-ordinator Carole Harrington 
 
We meet every Monday (except Bank Holidays) together with Wycliffe U3A from 2pm to 4pm 
at Walcote Village Hall. Please get in touch if you are interested in joining this group as we 
have space for a few new members.   Carole 
 
Buffet Supper Groups  – Co-ordinator Gwenda Jones  
 
There was a nice little crowd of Supper Clubbers hosted by myself and Shaun in 
October.  We were treated to delicious mains and desserts.  We all agreed there was a 
lovely selection. 
 
Many subjects were talked through over supper including future holiday destinations, funny 
life moments and the usual ‘how we could put the world right!’.  The ‘entertainment’ 
continued with Dingbats and a couple of quizzes. Has to be done! Linda Griffin 
 
 
Reading Group  -  Co-ordinator Liz Crosskey  
 
This month we read and discussed ‘Brighton Rock’ by Graham Greene. This is one of his 
‘Catholic 
Novels’, that is the set of three novels that draw on his experiences as a rather lukewarm 
convert to 
Roman Catholicism. In this novel Greene explores the tension between good and evil as 
taught by 
organized religion, as opposed to any innate sense of right and wrong. It explores the grim 
underbelly of society in Brighton between the two world wars, and follows a group of thugs 
and 
gang members led by the vicious Pinky, little more than a boy. And then there is Rose, who 
comes 
from the same area of extreme poverty as Pinky, but who is good and kind, and Ida, a 
blousy happy- 
go-lucky woman who becomes the self-appointed detective in the book. The three navigate 
their 
way through the aftermath of a murder. 
Some members of the reading group enjoyed reading the book, and some disliked it. The 
writing is 
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tense and immediate, relaying the emotions of the characters to the reader with unerring 
skill. It can 
make the reader feel those exact feelings of panic, confusion and anxiety that the cast are 
feeling, which makes for unsettling reading. 
 
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 10am in Bitteswell Village Hall. 
Next Book: Remarkably Bright Creatures, by Shelby Van Pelt, to discuss 1st Tuesday of 
November Liz 

History Group – Co-ordinator Linda Patton 

21 of us visited the Jewry Wall Museum in October.  Many had visited in the past and were 
very impressed with the new museum.  We met and had some lunch in the cafe which is 
open whether you wish to visit the museum or not and gives a good view of the wall and 
excavations.  If you did not come with us, it is a very good place for a free half day in 
Leicester. 
  
At our November meeting, Mike Bates will be giving us his talk on the Gunpowder Plot.  This 
will be most interesting so I urge those who may not usually come to History Group meetings 
to come to this one.   
  

There will not be a meeting in December as the date will be too close to Christmas.  Linda 
 
Music and Memories Group 1 – Co-ordinator Gwenda Jones   
 
We had, I think, the most enjoyable Meeting we have had for some time, this month. Several 
things went wrong  but all were treated with a  great deal  of amusement.  At the break for 
refreshments we had a birthday to celebrate,  Ken was the man of the moment and he was 
presented with a delicious cake, made by the U3A champion cake baker, Linda, which we all 
enjoyed, thank you Linda. 
We left Anne's excellent hosting after enjoying a great mixture of CD' s feeling very thankful 
we had the U3A to keep us sane during all the tumult in the world at the moment. 
I am on holiday at the time of the next meeting, Brenda Burgoine has offered to host the 
November meeting so please remember to let her know whether you are coming or not..  I 
hope it is as enjoyable as the last meeting. Gwenda 
 

  
Poetry Group   -  Coordinator  Elizabeth Wilson   

The October meeting was the work of Thomas Hardy - 1840-1928. 
                    Weathers 
This is the weather the cuckoo likes 
     And so do l 
When showers be tumbling the chestnut spikes 
     And nestlings fly. 
Many of Hardy’s poetry were of his personal thoughts, and ideas and brooding woes. 
His lighter poems, like the example above, were charming and enjoyable. He had a very 
strong Christian belief. He loved the church and its architecture and music so he trained to 
be an architect specialising in church repairs.  He was conscience of the poverty, ill fortune 
and suffering of the poor which is reflected in his writing.  Wrote many, now famous, long 
novels, some made into films, but he discovered poetry which he preferred to devote his 
time to. He then considered himself a poet rather than a writer. 
The theme for our meeting in November meeting is “ Family” at 7 The Dell, Ullesthorpe, 
2pm. I look forward to seeing you there.  Betty 
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Short Walks Group – Co-ordinators Fay Goodwin/Lyn Foxwell 
 
Next month's walk is Nov 25th. I hopefully will be able to join in this time so anyone who 
would like to join our little group please meet at Coventry Rd car park at 10.30 Nov 25th, 
dependant on reasonable weather of course.  Fay 
 
Jazz Group – Co-ordinator James Davey  
 
Numbers were down for our October meeting but we still managed our usual varied 
programme. We played some well-known recordings, like Humphrey Lyttleton's "Bad Penny 
Blues" followed by   lesser-known ones like Bunny Berigan,  a  trumpeter player who died in 
his early thirties.  We heard him  playing (poignantly)" I can't get started ."   By way of 
contrast,  we also heard Jacques Loussier playing  Bach's  "Air on a G string" together with 
many other enjoyable tracks. 
Our next meeting on the25th November will be at Vicki and Bob's.  Jim 
 
 
Topical Discussion Group - Co-ordinator:  Richard Whittington 
1.Is the use of digital ID cards a good idea? 
Will ID stop illegal immigration? No 
Will they be compulsory for everybody? will they be easy toto produce fraudulent ones? 
What personal details will be on the cards? Who will check these? Will it force more illegal 
migrants into the black economy? Will the black economy ignore the cards? Should the 
government go after the black economy to prevent illegal immigration? 
Will it make our immigration more like that in America under Trump? 
 
The next discussion will be on November 5th.  Richard 
 
4th Wednesday Walking Group – Co-ordinators Sue and Peter Creedon 
 
Walk Report – 22 October 2025 
There was an excellent turnout of 20 walkers starting from the Axe &amp; Square pub in 
Countesthorpe. It was a pleasant morning with no rain, not much wind and even a glimmer 
of sunshine. 
We left the pub, led by Lesley and Mike Chapman, heading along the main road towards 
Wigston before quickly turning into a new housing estate. We then aimed towards Blaby, 
along bridle paths and hard paths to cross Hospital Lane. Taking the quiet lane we then 
passed the large cemetery site to reach Mill Lane. Taking this lane we headed towards Crow 
Mill Bridge where we stopped for a break in the picnic area.  
 
Refreshed, we then took The Grand Union Canal towpath passing Ervin`s Lock and going 
under Ponchin`s Bridge and Knight`s Bridge to reach a footpath that crossed a number of 
fields and circumvented a large sewage works. The footpath came out on the main road 
back to the pub. The walk was a distance of 5.2 miles. I believe that there were 13 diners at 
the pub after the walk. 
This was an enjoyable countryside walk with not much mud, very few stiles and no hills. 
Thank you, Lesley and Mike, for planning and leading the walk. Your time and efforts are 
very much appreciated. Peter Creedon 
 
Wednesday 26th November 2025 Walk Leader: George Robertson 
Meeting Point For Lifts:- Lutterworth Recreation Ground car park 9.25am to leave at 
09.30am. Starting Point -  Bull’s Head, Brinklow (9 Coventry Rd, Brinklow, CV23 0NE). 
There is plenty of parking but please park at the rear of the car park. Toilets will be available 
before the walk commences. Start of walk at 10.00am. 
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Directions: Take the Lutterworth by-pass to A5 roundabout at Magna Park then B4027 to 
Brinklow. Turn right at T junction in Brinklow. The pub is on the right 
Route and distance: We leave Brinklow via the castle and join the canal tow path which we 
follow and then cut across field paths and minor roads to King’s Newnham before returning 
to Brinklow across field paths. 5 miles 2 stiles and one stiled bridge. 
Lunch. We will dine at The Bull’s Head having arrived back around 12.30pm  Peter Creedon 
 
Petanque - Co-ordinators Rae Flowerday and Sue Sharpe 
 
The season is now over for this year but we will be starting again next Spring. Sue is taking 
names for our Christmas dinner at Pesto’s on 3rd December.  Please let her know if you wish 
to attend. Rae and Sue 
 
Scrabble Group -  Co-ordinator Glenys Peverley  
 
Six of us met for an afternoon of word play, so two teams played. We had the unusual result 
in that there were four people who won a game, whereas normally one person wins two 
games. We next meet on Wednesday, November 19th at Brenda’s at 2:00pm. 
Glenys 
 
New Age Kurling Group – Co-ordinators, Trish and Alan Green, Maggie, Sue, Lynne 
and Kathy 
 
We meet on the second and fourth Wednesday of the month at Ullesthorpe village hall at a 
cost of £2 per session. You are very welcome to come and see what it’s all about.   
 
Canasta Groups  – Co-ordinator June Hartopp 
 
Both Groups now meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, Canasta 1 from 10am-12noon, 
Canasta 2 from 2-4pm both at June’s house. June   NB Julie Hurst has started a third 
Canasta Group to meet at her home on the first Monday of each month at 2 pm. 
 
Art Appreciation – Co-ordinators Rae Flowerday and Sue Woodhead  

Netherlands Art in 16C 

This lecture was devoted to Hieronymus Bosch (1450-1516) and his famous triptych " 
Garden of Earthly Delights "(1505-1510) an oil panel measuring 9ft X 13ft. This large triptych 
may have been commissioned for the private enjoyment of a nobleman. Its overall theme 
can be seen as a commentary on sexuality, and the relations between the sexes, from 
creation to damnation, with a life of dubious pleasure in between. It's format and size, so 
often associated with altarpieces, yet, it is known for certain, that this triptych of "Garden of 
Earthly Delights", was not intended for a church. 

After coffee and yummy cake, we were introduced to the contrast between three artists with 
different nationalities, but painted within a 35 years period. 

Jean-Baptiste-Simeon Chardin (1699-1779) French still life artist. In his last years, when 
sight was failing, turned his hand to pastel portraits. Giovanni Battisti Tiepolo(1696-1770) 
Italian decorative painter, who later, broke away from dark tonality with oils to the sunny 
palette of the fresco tradition. Thomas Gainsborough(1727-1788) He in later years painted 
'fancy' pictures of pastoral subjects. 

 Next meeting will be Thursday 6th November. Apologies to Rae. 
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Music Appreciation Group  - Co-ordinators John Peverley and Tony MacDonald 

Jean Sibelius, Finnish, living in a country where it is probably dark for six months of the year, 
was the subject of Ken and Linda’s Music Appreciation. The pieces played illustrated his 
strong national feelings, influences of natural beauty and national legend. Examples 
included Finlandia, Karelia Suite and Tapiola. He was often in debt, indulging his passion for 
good living, as we did enjoying Linda’s delicious cake at the coffee break. 
We next meet with Dilys England on November 20th when we will “bring-your-own” choice. 
John Peverley 

Quiz Group – Co-ordinator Glenys Peverley 
 
Frances set us a challenging quiz with rounds including science, history, geography, but 
what really foxed us was pop culture. We knew nothing! I think that reflects how sensible we 
are. Lovely refreshments too. Thank you Frances. 
Barbara will set the next quiz on Thursday November 13th in Bitteswell village hall at 
2:00pm. Please just turn up if you enjoy quizzing.  Glenys 
 
Music and Memories 2 - Co-ordinator Eve Jackson  
 
Our October meeting was as usual a relaxed and enjoyable afternoon. We were sorry to 
hear that Faye was in hospital and wish her a speedy recovery. 
We heard tracks from , among others, Ellie Brooke, Matt Munroe, El Divo and Julia 
Mackenzie. We were all pleasantly surprised to hear Julia Mackenzie as we all associated 
her with comedy shows rather than anything vocal. 
 
Our November meeting will go ahead as usual, but the December one is doubtful as there is 
both a U3A , and an Age Concern outing on that day. There will be no January meeting as 
our designated day falls on New Years Day   Eve Jackson 
 
Wine group – Co-ordinator Linda Patton   
 
Twenty-three of us met in October.....sadly Tess and Paul spent the evening at Walsgrave 
after a tumble on the way..... to taste Greek wines with moussaka.  We started with Brandy 
Sours and ended with coffee, liqueurs and Cypriot Delight...they call Turkish Delight this in 
Cyprus! 
  
In December we will have a party with members bringing Australian wines and a plate of 
food each which we shall all share.  Linda 

Ten pin bowling - Co-ordinator: Richard Whittington   

The next session will be on Friday November 14th at 11.00 am at Nuneaton bowling. 
Richard 

Bridge – Co-ordinator Kathy Scott-Simons 
 
The Bridge Group meets at June Hartopp's home on Friday afternoons every two weeks.   If 
members need to know the address they should contact Linda Patton via the website.  
Kathy Scott-Simons 
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Birdwatching Group – (Co-ordinator Ann Fletcher) 

Eight of us made the journey to Brandon this month.  Now that it is Autumn there are many 
birds visiting the lakes for the winter, some no doubt taking a break on their journey further 
south. Flocks of both Canada Geese and Greylags were in abundance, together with the 
usual Black Headed and Herring Gulls and Lapwings.  

A couple of us even managed to see a Kingfisher briefly, along with a Little Grebe, Herons 
and various ducks.  Altogether we logged around 30 species.  A suggestion was made about 
visiting the new country park at Bittesby which may be of interest for our next meeting.  If 
you are interested in wildlife, please come along to the Coventry Rd recreation car park at 
9.30am on the 4th Friday of the month.  You will be most welcome.  Pauline 

New Theatre Group – June , Rachel, Tess and James 
 
January 22nd - Single White Female, Theatre Royal, Nottingham-£50 for ticket and 
transport. All tickets sold. For those who signed up PLEASE PAY AT THE MEETING IN 
NOVEMBER. 
 
Please visit the table where there will be a tick poll to determine the kinds of genre people 
would be interested in. Please take a moment to complete. 
 
3 more shows were discussed and agreed:- 
Yes Prime Minister – Concordia Theatre, Hinkley, March 11th 2026 – 7.30pm 
Ticket and; Minibus £20 (ticket using own transport £12.50 
Glorious – Belgrade Theatre, Coventry 
May 21st (matinee) Ticket and; minibus £20 (ticket only £12.50). 
Anything Goes – Kilworth House, July 2026 Ticket for midweek evening performance £57   
 
 
New Adventure Group – Co-ordinator Ken Patton  
 
My final New Adventure Group outing was back to where we held our first on 21st June 
2019.  On that occasion we swung through the trees with Go Ape.  This was a rather less 
frightening adventure as we split into two teams to fire arrows at each other in Archery 
Tag.   We met at the Bulls Head in Brinklow for sustenance before venturing to Coombe 
Abbey and spent an enjoyable afternoon. 
  
I hope that someone else will continue the group and thank everyone who has  participated 
over the last 6 six years.   Ken 
 

  

 
 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
 
 
If any members have friends who are interested in joining us, please give details of their 
address, telephone number and email address to our membership secretary, Peter 
Williamson. 
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CURRENT COMMITTEE 

Post Name 

Chair Glenys Peverley 

Vice-chair Nicky Turner Powell 

 
Minutes Secretary 

Linda Griffin 

Treasurer/ 
Membership Secretary 

Peter Williamson 

Social Account Treasurer Shirley Tegg  

Newsletter Editor Pauline Elliott 

Online Coordinator Pauline Elliott 

Programme Secretary Linda Patton 

Groups Coordinator Linda Patton 

Committee Member Lynne Grindlay 

Committee Member Frances Blythe 

Committee Member Caren Simpson 

Committee member June Clayton 

 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS AT WYCLIFFE ROOMS - 2nd Tuesday of the month at 09.45am 
 
FORTHCOMING SPEAKERS:  November  - Karen Gimson – National Garden Scheme 
December – In house entertainment 
 
NEWSLETTER BY POST; E-MAIL or ONLINE 
If you change your e-mail address, please let me know so that you do not miss out on your 
newsletter. Photos are welcome but please can they be sent to the Editor as a .jpeg if 
possible. Please contact Pauline if you need a newsletter posted or e-mailed.  Contact 
details:  Lutterworth.u3a@gmail.com 
 
The newsletter is available on our website: https://lutterworthu3a.com - click on the 
Newsletters tab at the top of the page. Please ensure group notices and any other news 
entries are submitted before the 29th of the month. 
 
Always check online for possible timing variations. Please remember to update your 
online Group page in order to keep your group members and potential new members 
informed. 
Group leaders have been asked to contact their current group members to provide 
contact details. 
 
TO CONTACT GROUP LEADERS -  Please use the contact page on the website  
 https://lutterworthu3a.com to send a message to the Groups Coordinator or the 
Membership Secretary or any Group Leader. Personal contact details are not being 
displayed in the newsletter in line with u3a Trust guidelines 

https://lutterworthu3a.com/
https://lutterworthu3a.com/
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