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LUTTERWORTH 

ISSUE NO. 273  

                                                                                                   September 2025 
 

Notices 

 
 
VJ Day celebrations 
 
Almost 100 of us enjoyed a lovely afternoon in the garden of David and Liz White.  We are so grateful to 
them for providing us with such a lovely garden.  Liz had made an arrangement of poppies to celebrate VJ 
Day's 80th Anniversary. 
 
Brian and his team worked overtime this year to put up the marquee, gazebos, bunting and, on the day 
tables and chairs for us all.  Brian really would have liked a few more willing helpers this year as his original 
team are, of course, getting older and we need new members to volunteer to help on such occasions.  As 
well as erecting the marquee, it does need to be taken down and packed away and this required three early 
mornings this year.  We are very grateful to all who helped.   
 
Lynne Grindlay, June Clayton, Nicky, Frances and Linda Griffin all provided cakes and scones to 
accompany the other lovely food provided at the Street Party, a better feast than many would have enjoyed 
at the street parties where the end of World War II in Europe and Japan were celebrated. 
Glenys came up with a devilish quiz which kept us scratching our heads and there were several games to 
play, two different marble games, splat the rat, a bean bag challenge, table skittles and two guess the 
weight of the cake competitions. Geoff Gibbs had put together some 1940s music which played as a 
background throughout the afternoon and we then sang some wartime songs.  Thank you Geoff.  
 
In addition to prizes for the games, there was one for the best red, white and blue outfit which was won by 
Rae who turned up with her RAF hat. Now we need to think of what our next special event should 
be!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
  
Thank you all for turning up and making the afternoon so special, especially those who manned the games. 
Linda 
 
Garden outing 
We had a lovely day out at Waterperry Gardens in August.  Maggie and Mike had told me that it was a 
good place for the group to visit and they were certainly right.  The gardens were lovely despite the lack of 
rain this summer and there were lots of places to look around.  Some of us brought back plants which were 
really good  quality and not too dear. 
  
There was going to be a performance of Don Giovanni at Waterperry Gardens that evening so we were 
treated to rehearsals when eating our lunch. 
  
There are no more Garden Group outings planned this year but we do have two trips out: one to the 
National Arboretum on October 8th and the second to Doddington Hall on December 4th.  You can book for 
Doddington Hall at the General Meeting in September.  Linda 
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INTEREST GROUPS AND EVENT REPORTS 
 
Always check online for possible timing variations.  Check with the group leader if you are not sure.  A 
number of groups have room for more members.  If you wish to join any of them, please contact the Group 
Coordinator

 

Table Games – Co-ordinator Linda Patton 

We have returned to Bitteswell Village Hall from 2 pm until 4.30 pm on the third Monday in the 
month.  I hope to see you all there in the newly-refurbished hall.  Linda 
 
Music for Fun – Ukulele – Co-ordinators – Barbara Wilkinson and Peter Sneath 

We meet at 10.00am in Bitteswell Village Hall on 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month.  Barbara 

Table Tennis – Co-ordinator Carole Harrington 
 
We meet every Monday (except Bank Holidays) together with Wycliffe U3A from 2pm to 4pm at 
Walcote Village Hall. Please get in touch if you are interested in joining this group as we have space 
for a few new members.   Carole 
 
Buffet Supper Groups  – Co-ordinator Gwenda Jones  
Group 1 
We were a small number in August with holidays and families taking most of our time, but enjoyment 
and good food was on the menu.  As it was officially summer we decided to have a cold buffet at this 
Supper which was a change and welcomed. Conversation never lapsed and a good evening was 
enjoyed by all.  Gwenda 
Group 2 
The joy of being a member of the Buffet Supper Club is that each and every person attending an event 
is guaranteed a superb evening. The August Supper hosted by Barbara and Roy Maiden in their 
delightful home in Lutterworth was an event par excellence. The delectable foods brought along by 
those attending had us pondering on what to fill our plates with first, but that conundrum was solved by 
simply going back for seconds Then whilst guests chatted our excellent hosts whizzed away dinner 
plates to then reveal mouth-watering desserts which just called to be consumed. Coffee and chat 
ensued, as between us we solved the problems of the world, swapped stories and then all too soon 
we realised that The Man in The Moon was donning his nightcap so we extended our thanks to 
Barbara and Roy and headed for home.  Brian 

 
Reading Group  -  Co-ordinator Liz Crosskey  ‘Paris Secret’ by Natasha Lester. 
 
This is a book of several parts. Kat, a costume conservator, finds a wardrobes full of vintage Dior 
gowns, in mint condition, in the wardrobe of her grandmother’s cottage. Kat has never been aware 
even of the existence of the courage until recently. Along with a journalist called Elliot, she is led into 
investigating the wartime secrets of her grandmother Margaux. She finds a fascinating connection with 
Dior and his sister Catherine. Catherine and Margaux were involved with the French Resistance 
during the war.  
 
Meanwhile Skye Penrose is flying planes with the Air Transport Auxiliary, a force of mainly women 
pilots who delivered planes to the airfields and hangers where they were needed, and even in test 
piloting new models. Skye meets and reconnects with her childhood soulmate Nicholas, who is now 
engaged to Margaux, and also with her sister Liberty Penrose. All of the characters (apart from Dior 
himself) become involved in the war taking major, but often overlooked, roles in the resistance and in 
piloting the planes around the world. 
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The book split the group, with some enjoying it and some not. The first part of the book is a pretty 
standard boy-meets-girl story, which felt a bit too ‘Mills and Boon’ for many members of the group, 
though, to give it its dues, even if you dislike the genre, it was written rather better than most romance 
novels. The next part of the book about the women pilots, about the resistance and touching on 
internment in Ravensbrook women’s concentration camp, was far better received, described by group 
members as fascinating and surprising. The work of the Air Transport Auxiliary is such an unpublicised 
story that many people have never come across it and it is very interesting. There are parts of the 
book that make it hard for the reader to suspend disbelief, such as how the Dior gowns were received 
and hung in the wardrobe of an abandoned cottage, by an apparently completely incurious person. 
The over use of various ways of spelling Margaux/Margot made some parts of the novel a bit strange 
– even to the point that two main characters seems to change their names to Margaux towards the 
end. 
 
Overall like the parson’s egg, this book was good in part. In September we will be discussing 
Northanger Abbey by Jane Austin. In October we will be discussing Brighton Rock by Graeme Green. 

History Group – Co-ordinator Linda Patton   no meeting as August Bank holiday. 

 
Music and Memories Group 1 – Co-ordinator Gwenda Jones   

 
We were short of three members this month but that meant we had 'more bites of the cherry' with our 
own choices.   We started with Handel's, inspiring Arrival of the Queen of Sheba, followed by CD's of 
the Cliff Adams singers, Matt Monroe, Andre Bocelli, Paul Simon, Glen Miller, Peter Gordon, Andy 
Williams, Rock, Choir, James Last, Aled Jones, Ruby Murray, the Rolling Stones, Mark Wynter, Elvis, 
Sarah Vaughan amongst many more long forgotten 'oldies'.  All of this with a delicious cake, made by 
our host Brenda, made for a very pleasant afternoon out. In September we will at Gwenda's home. 

Poetry Group   -  Coordinator  Elizabeth Wilson   no meeting in August. 

Strollers – Co-ordinators Roy and Barbara Maiden 
 
Please note that the Strollers Group is temporarily suspended until September.  Roy and Barbara 
 
Short Walks Group – Co-ordinators Fay Goodwin/Lyn Foxwell 
 
We will resume shorter walks in September Anyone who would like to join is very welcome. We 
usually walk approx. 3 miles. We will meet at Coventry Rd playing fields carpark at 10.30 a.m. on Sept 
23rd.  Fay 
 
Jazz Group – Co-ordinator James Davey  
 
Due to the Bank Holiday etc. it was  a small, but select, group who were able to attend our August 
meeting.  Even though we were few in number we still managed to have a wide range of 
enjoyable  music,   both  new ones and some old favourites. . 
 
Our September meeting is on 23rd and will be at Gwenda and John's. Jim Davey 
 
 
Topical Discussion Group - Co-ordinator:  Richard Whittington 
 
1. The lionesses win. How good will that be for the country and sport? 
We felt it was very gratifying so many people watched ladies football and were so proud when the 
lionesses beat the Spanish. The team all felt very proud to be English and hopefully this will 
encourage more youngsters to feel the same. What will happen to the salaries of these footballers, will 
it go the same way as for men's football, hopefully not. Will more money now go down to smaller 
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teams and grassroots players? It was lovely to see the crowds as they drove through London on the 
tour bus and to see them welcomed at Downing St. Hopefully social media will now change their 
attitude toward ladies football. It was very nice to see so many young girls starting to play football and 
being able to look up to their role models. We felt sad for the poor Spanish player who missed her 
penalty, she will probably have to remember that for the rest of her life although for the English girl 
who scored the last penalty it must have been a tremendous feeling. 
2. How should we pay for our energy?  
The  OFGEM survey is quite a large document at about 60 pages and is not the easiest reading The 
survey asked us to make comments about the various methods of possible payment which are; 
choice1  Standing charge based on maximum usage or less standing charge and more on the unit 
rate. 
Choice 2 no standing charge ,all done by unit cost which may rise and fall. 
Choice 3 a standing charge linked to peak times or a lower standing charge offset by higher rate peak 
times. 
Choice 4 the cost will vary from place to place or the same everywhere. 
Choice 5 an income based standing charge or a wealth based standing charge. (My numbers are not 
the same as Ofgem) 
We had various views about these options, especially the ones related to wealth and Income. How 
would these be assessed? Would it involve HMRC? What happens when incomes or wealth go up 
and down? Would it be based on your council tax band? What about disabled people? We are already 
heavily taxed so would this be even more and how much would go to shareholders in the energy 
companies. If all the tariffs are the same everywhere then why would we need separate companies? 
We generally  felt that we would prefer no standing charge and the same unit cost everywhere would 
probably be fairer although all the options had their problems. 
This may not affect us very much but our children and grandchildren will have to pay the price. 
3. Recognising the state of Palestine. How might this change things for the better? 
At present Palestine does not satisfy the criteria to become a state but it would give the people of 
Palestine entry into the United nations and Palestine would therefore have equal status to Israel in any 
negotiations. 
Many people would see this recognition as a victory for Hamas especially if the hostages are not 
returned. 
But would the recognition of Palestine stop the fighting and give aid to the starving people of Gaza? 
This problem can really only be solved by negotiation and not violence or the threat of violence as it is 
such an intransigent problem that has been in existence for such a long time. 
  
We all hope that a peaceful solution is found in the very near future. The next discussion will be on 

September  10th. 
  
 
4th Wednesday Walking Group – Co-ordinators Sue and Peter Creedon 
 
There were 22 walkers for the walk which was led by Tony Allen and Paul Butler. The start was the car 
park of Kilworth Springs Golf Club. The walk was the one that got rained off in February. The bonus 
this time was that we completed it in the dry. 
 
We headed off along South Kilworth road before turning into The Belt. This is an un-metalled road and 
bridleway that descends passed large properties to reach the golf course. Crossing it, and a field, we 
then did more descent down a narrow bridleway to cross the old railway line and reach the Grand 
Union Canal, which, despite the very dry summer, appeared to have plenty of water in it. Taking the 
towpath we reached the bridge opposite the Welford Canal branch  where we stopped for a 
refreshment break. 
 
Suitably refreshed we continued along the towpath to reach the North Kilworth Marina and Wharf to 
join the A4304 to North Kilworth. We climbed up to the village and then took a circuitous route through 
the streets, church grounds, and Dag Lane whilst Tony did his tour guide bit telling us about little bits 
of information. We then followed the South Kilworth Road back to the Golf Club. There were 12 diners 
after the walk. Thank you Tony and Paul for a very enjoyable walk (without any stiles). 
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Wednesday 17th September 2025 Walk Organisers: Mary Rolleston and Angela Frost 
 
PLEASE NOTE. This walk will be on the THIRD Wednesday due to a clash with the Brecon walking 
week the following week. 
Meeting Point For Lifts:- Lutterworth Recreation Ground car park 9.25am to leave 
at 09.30am. Start point: The Chequers Country Inn, Ullesthorpe, car park (LE17 5BT).Toilets will be 
available. Start of walk 10:00am. 
Directions to start Take the road to Bitteswell and continue to Ullesthorpe. The 
Chequers Country Inn is on the right, passed the shop, as you go through the village. 
Lunch Arrangements: The pub has a varied menu for lunch at reasonable prices; for further 
information see their website. If there are 10 or more walkers having lunch it can be pre-ordered on 
the day.  
Route and distance : Taking the road to St. Peter’s church Claybrooke Parva we turn right towards the 
churchyard and then cross fields to Bittesby Country Park. The park has plenty of footpath signs and 
several benches. In addition some notices have recently been put in place giving information about the 
history relating to the lost village of Bittesby and the surrounding area. After our break we head along 
part of the disused railway track and leave the park via a track leading to Manor Road and the pub.- -  
around 5 miles with 2 stiles.  Peter Creedon 
 
Petanque - Co-ordinators Rae Flowerday and Sue Sharpe 
 
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month from 10.30am – 12 noon at Pesto’s in Wolvey 
(formerly the Axe & Compasses). Unfortunately we cannot take any new members as we are now full 
for the space available.  Rae and Sue 
 
Scrabble Group -  Co-ordinator Glenys Peverley -  . 
 
Scrabble will start again after a summer break on Wednesday September 17th 2:00pm  at Glenys’. 
We would welcome new members. Contact me via Linda if you wish to join us. 
Glenys 
 
New Age Kurling Group – Co-ordinators, Trish and Alan Green, Maggie, Sue, Lynne and Kathy 
 
We meet on the second and fourth Wednesday of the month at Ullesthorpe village hall at a cost of £2 
per session. You are very welcome to come and see what it’s all about.   
 
Canasta Groups 1 and 2 – Co-ordinator June Hartopp 
 
Both Groups now meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, Canasta 1 from 10am-12noon, Canasta 2 
from 2-4pm both at June’s house. June 
 
Art Appreciation – Co-ordinators Rae Flowerday and Sue Woodhead  
 

Art Appreciation visit to The Herbert Art Gallery.  

The outing this year took us on the bus to The Herbert In Coventry. We started in the Godiva room  to 
critique  Edward Landseer's "Lady Godiva's Prayer". He began this painting in 1840 but did not 
complete till 1865. Edward Landseer(1802-1873) was an English painter and sculptor. He is known for 
his paintings of animals, especially dogs. His best work is the  LION sculpture at the base of Nelsons 
Column in Trafalgar Square. He  painted Queen Victoria and Prince Albert and was commissioned to 
illustrate the novels of Sir Walter Scott. You probably will recognise his famous painting, The Monarch 
of the North" on biscuit tins and tea towels. 

Next meeting on Sept 4th is hosted by Rae. October meeting will be hosted by Glenys. Rae 
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Music Appreciation Group  - Co-ordinators John Peverley and Tony MacDonald 

We meet again after a summer break on Thursday September 18th at John’s house . 
We look forward to seeing you all again and any new members who would like to join us. 
John 

Quiz Group – Co-ordinator Glenys Peverley 
 
Pauline set a very enjoyable quiz in August. We needed to know about the natural world, art and 
literature, food and drink (always popular!), and needed too to mind our “P’s and Q’s”. Thank you, 
Pauline. 
On Thursday September 11th , Linda (P) will be quizmaster. We meet in Bitteswell village hall at 
2:00pm. Please join us if you like quizzing.  Glenys 
 
Music and Memories 2 - Co-ordinator Eve Jackson  
 
Unfortunately the group did not meet in August as there was a U3A outing on the same day, on which 
some our group were planning to go . Eve 
 
Wine group – Co-ordinator Linda Patton   

The weather was perfect for us to sit in the garden with a variety of cocktails at our August 
meeting.  There were lots of drinks with which to experiment.  Some of our lady members rose to the 
occasion with suitable cocktail party wear.  All in all we had an enjoyable evening moving indoors for 
coffee and liqueurs as the temperature went down. 

Our next meeting on the second Thursday in October will see us tasting Greek wines with Greek food 
at Squire's House.  Linda 

Ten pin bowling - Co-ordinator: Richard Whittington   

The next session will be at the Nuneaton Bowl on  Friday September 12th at 11.00 am. Richard 

Bridge – Co-ordinator Kathy Scott-Simons 
 
The Bridge Group meets at June Hartopp's home on Friday afternoons every two weeks.   If members 
need to know the address they should contact Linda Patton via the website.  Kathy Scott-Simons 

Birdwatching Group – (Co-ordinator Ann Fletcher) 

On  a warm day we went to Brandon Nature Reserve where the lakes were the lowest I had seen 
since joining the Group.  This meant that many species of duck were absent but we still managed to 
see Great and Little Egrets on the “island” together with the usual Canada and Greylag Geese, 
Lapwings Moorhens and Gulls. Particularly interesting was a White Fronted Goose which we were told 
are a rarity in these parts.   
 
Another keen birdwatcher pointed out where he had photographed a Kingfisher.  We patiently waited 
beside him and were thrilled to see it, in a flash of colour, flying into and out of the lake.  We were 
fortunate to get one or two further sightings in other parts of the Reserve.  New members are always 
welcome – we meet at Coventry Road Car Park at 9.30 on the 4th Friday of the month. Pauline 
  
Golf Group – Co-ordinator Ken Patton/Mike Harrison 

The next Golf Group outing is on Tuesday September 2nd at Ullesthorpe Golf Course.  Could anyone 
who wishes to play, please contact Mike Harrison.  You can do this via Linda if you do not have his 
details.  Her phone number is 01455 556996  Ken 
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Singles Lunchtime Dining Group – Co-ordinator Brian Fowler 
 
It was with an air of hopeful anticipation that we journeyed on August 21st to The Shires Pub 
Restaurant in Peatling Parva following its change in ownership and refurbishment. The previous 
owners had always set a very high standard with food quality and service so the bar had been set 
high. (Not the one they serve beer from!)  
 
We were warmly received and then with 14 of us seated drinks were swiftly served along with 
menus that offered interesting choices including a £20 deal for 2 meals which saw pairs being formed 
so the deal was taken up by everyone. 
 
The majority opted for an excellent roast meat choice and then an intrepid few tucked into artistically 
served and tasty desserts. The staff and management are on a steep learning curve but we are sure 
to be going there again. Delightful chat ensued throughout the meal along with comment on Brian’s 
September freefall parachuting and generous sponsorship for Rainbows. 
 
Thought was given to our Christmas lunch venue but before that the Group will meet to dine in 
September on Thursday 25th at The Denbigh Arms in Monks Kirby; another recently re-opened pub 
under new management. Good that some of our village pubs are remaining open when nationally 
there are so many closures. 
I will be absent from the Wycliffe Rooms meeting in September having taken part in the Great North 
Run Half Marathon so booking for September please to fowlerclaybrooke@aol.com not later than Mon 
22nd please.  Brian 
 
 
New Adventure Group – Co-ordinator Ken Patton  
 
The next outing for this group, including anyone who wants to join it, is Gliding on Thursday 18th 
September at the Gliding Centre.  We shall meet for our briefing at 9 am for a 9.30 am start.  The cost 
is £65.  . Ken 
 
 
Singles Takeaway Supper Club – Co-ordinator June Clayton 
 
The Club didn’t meet in August, but enjoyed a really lovely Summer Supper at Rose Chapman’s in 
July. Thank you Rose for providing delicious baked gammon, sausage rolls and home-grown salad, 
and to Margaret and Sue for desserts. As always, it was an evening of sharing good food and banter. 
Our next evening will be in October and hosted by Rae and Sue. June 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
 
 
If any members have friends who are interested in joining us, please give details of their address, 
telephone number and email address to our membership secretary, Peter Williamson. 
 
 

CURRENT COMMITTEE 

Post Name 

Chair Glenys Peverley 

Vice-chair Nicky Turner Powell 

 
Minutes Secretary 

Linda Griffin 

Treasurer/ 
Membership Secretary 

Peter Williamson 

Social Account Treasurer Shirley Tegg  

Newsletter Editor Pauline Elliott 

Online Coordinator Pauline Elliott 

Programme Secretary Linda Patton 

Groups Coordinator Linda Patton 

Committee Member Lynne Grindlay 

Committee Member Frances Blythe 

Committee Member Caren Simpson 

Committee member June Clayton 

 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS AT WYCLIFFE ROOMS - 2nd Tuesday of the month at 09.45am 
 
FORTHCOMING SPEAKERS:  September Brian Fare – Military History October Carol Brooks – 
Burma and the Karen people 
 
NEWSLETTER BY POST; E-MAIL or ONLINE 
If you change your e-mail address, please let me know so that you do not miss out on your newsletter. 
Photos are welcome but please can they be sent to the Editor as a .jpeg if possible. Please contact 
Pauline if you need a newsletter posted or e-mailed.  Contact details:  Lutterworth.u3a@gmail.com 
 
The newsletter is available on our website: https://lutterworthu3a.com - click on the Newsletters tab at 
the top of the page. Please ensure group notices and any other news entries are submitted before the 
29th of the month. 
 
Always check online for possible timing variations. Please remember to update your online 
Group page in order to keep your group members and potential new members informed. 
Group leaders have been asked to contact their current group members to provide contact 
details. 
 
TO CONTACT GROUP LEADERS -  Please use the contact page on the website  
 https://lutterworthu3a.com to send a message to the Groups Coordinator or the Membership 
Secretary or any Group Leader. Personal contact details are not being displayed in the 
newsletter in line with u3a Trust guidelines 

https://lutterworthu3a.com/
https://lutterworthu3a.com/
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